
 An active exciting winter and a very active spring

It is most gratifying to see so much participation in a particularly 
harsh winter.  We have seen more of some of our long standing 
members as well as enthusiastic new members.  The events have 

been great, and it has been fun to share them with our friends in the 
Porsche Club, some of whom are also MBCA members. 

We have had some fun adventures and learned a lot. 

It just gets better from here as we are about to return to our beauti-
ful Gulf Coast area for a visit to Mobile’s Bellengrath Gardens and other 
sights at the peak of the Azalea blooming season. This should be on 
everyone’s “bucket list” even if you are not an avid gardener.  Mobile’s 
historic sites will be even more striking with the brilliant flowers added 
to highlight them.

Please note the instructions for tickets and discount parking in the Mer-
cedes-Benz car corral for the Indy car and Grand-Am races at Barber on 
8-10 April.  Our spot is adjacent to the best viewing area. 

Of course, our highlight event, “Heimatfest” on 20-23 May has been des-
ignated a Regional event by Eastern Region Director, Bill Hopper, who will 
be in attendance with us. 

This event will feature activities from a road rallye to vintage races to 
shopping tours, garden visits, and , of course, a special visit to the MBU-
SI Factory west of Birmingham,

We are expecting participation from several sections and regions of MBCA 
for this event, so we will need help from as many of our members as pos-
sible for this great event. 

If you check our title page, you will note some changes among our of-
ficers well after our October elections: 

Griffin Hagan has volunteered to be Secretary, and his notes from the 
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first meeting were extraordinary and very timely.  
Many thanks Griffin!

Vice –President Manny Sousa found his business 
obligations increasing so much that he could not 
continue.  Board member, Bob Hinds has graciously 
stepped up to fill this position.  

Dr. Ed Jones has filled Bob’s position on the board. 

After helping to stage the Gulf Coast event in No-
vember, Pierce Williams has agreed to join the 
board.  While Pierce has a home in Gadsden, he and 
Brenda also have another home in Orange Beach. 

Finally, Treasurer Carl Cullison has told us he no 
longer can continue as treasurer after the end of 
March.  Carl will help train his successor.  Please let 
me know if you have an interest in this position.  We 
appreciate all that Carl and Manny have done for 
the last few years. 

It will be a challenge replacing so many hard work-
ing leaders as we are entering our busiest season, 
but I have great confidence in the enthusiasm and 
talents of all who have stepped forward to fill the 
positions.  As you can see, they have all staged 
events already. 

Where: Dale’s Southern Grill, Hoover

When: 3rd Tuesday of every month

Time: 6pm dinner, 7pm meeting

Dale’s Southern Grill in Hoover is 
1/2 mile south of the Vestavia location and
 is south of I-459 and 1/4 mile south of the 
Alabama 150-US 31 intersection on the left

Monthly Membership Meeting

This will keep you informed on the exciting 
events planned and will have descriptions 

and registration information.

It will also serve as a reference if you lose 
your newsletter. 

http://sections.mbca.org/Alabama

Visit Our Website
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Coming events

Mobile Azalea Festival at 
Bellengrath Gardens

When: 26 March

Meet at: 9am Mercedes-Benz of Mobile

Alabama Section 
Board Member Da-
vid Rice has ar-
ranged a wonderful 
event for us in Mo-
bile at the peak of 
the Azalea bloom-
ing time. 

Early arrivals can gather for dinner at 6pm on Fri-
day, 25 March at Outback Steakhouse.

David has arranged a special rate of $70/night at 
the LaQuinta Inn at Tillman’s Corner. 

At 9am on Saturday 26 March.  We will meet a Mer-
cedes-Benz of Mobile on Dauphin St.

Outback Steakhouse
251-342-3276

901 Montlimar Drive, Mobile, AL 36609

Take Exit 3 from I65 onto Airport Blvd/C.R. 56.  
Turn left on Montlimar Drive. 

LaQuinta Inn at Tillman’s Corner
251-661-9978

5170 Motel Ct. , Mobile, AL 36619

Coming from Mississippi: On I-10 exit 15B onto Hwy 
90 North.   Motel is on right behind Holiday Inn on 
Hwy 90.  Turn right on Coke-Cola street immedi-
ately past Holiday Inn.

If coming from I-10: same as from west. 

If coming from north on I-65: exit onto I-10 west 
and exit 15B. 

Mercedes-Benz of Mobile
251-472-2369

3150 Dauphin St. Mobile, AL 36606

From motel: Take I-10 east and exit onto I-65 north.  
Stay in right lane and at exit 4 right turn east onto 
Dauphin Street.  Dealer is three blocks on left (just 
past shopping center).  There may be construction 
at dealership.

After touring their great facility we will return south-
west to I-10 exit 15 to turn west (south) on US 90. 
Left on Alabama 59 south will bring us to Mobile Co. 
18 where we take another left to Bellengrath Gar-
dens.  The route is well marked. 

We should arrive at Bellengrath Gardens at 10:30.  
David has arranged for us to get discounted tickets 
to the gardens, house, and river cruise for $23.50.  

After lunch we will enjoy a guided tour followed by 
the River Jungle 
Cruise.  These 
extensive gar-
dens are nice at 
any time, be-
cause there is al-
ways something 
blooming, but 
they are spectac-
ular in the spring 
when the Azaleas 
are blooming.

After our visit to Bellengrath there should be time 
for a visit to the Oakleigh Mansion and Gardens or 
to the 1704 Ft. Conde from the early French settle-
ment of Mobile.

On Saturday night David has reserved a dining 
room for us at 6pm at the Original Oyster House on 
the Mobile Bay causeway.

We are looking forward to this opportunity for our 
Gulf Coast members to meet each other and for 
those from other parts of our section to enjoy one 
of the great world class sights that our beautiful 
area includes. 

The Original Oyster House
251-626-3733

Battleship Pkwy, Spanish Fort, Al 36527

From Motel turn right onto Hwy 90 and go under 
I-65—Hwy 90 becomes Government street.  Follow 
all the way through sections of magnificent old man-
sion type homes and as you enter downtown get in 
left lane to enter Bankhead Tunnel.  As you come 
out of tunnel take Hwy 98 painted on road.  Do not 
take right that is entrance to I-10 East or do not fol-
low Hwy 90 which goes left. 

Original Oyster House is about 4 1/2 miles on left 
and has a large sign at parking area.  There is a 
small elevator at foot of steps and tell hostess you 
are with the M-B Club. 



Mobile and Bellengrath Gardens

Name (s):  ____________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________

Address:    _____________________________________________________________

Phone #: __________________________   E-mail: ____________________________

How many people will be attending each event:

  Friday night dinner at Outback Steakhouse  ______
     
  Saturday morning at M-B of Mobile   ______

  Tour of Bellengrath Gardens and river cruise  ______

  Saturday dinner at Original Oyster House  ______

Please send entry form to: 
Alabama Section MBCA, 2301 Arlington Ave S, Suite 200, Birmingham, AL 35205



Coming Events

This cross country rallye of 60+ year old cars took 
place for several years before going into bankruptcy 
5 years a go.  A couple if Birmingham couples par-
ticipated several times and did quite well.  The event 
actually came through Birmingham on at least two 
occasions and one of the last ones spent the night 
in the Magic City. 

Coker Tire Co., the manufacturer of reproduction 
vintage ties, bought the name from Bankruptcy 
Court and secured sponsorship from Hemming’s 
Motor News, the classified ad magazine for collec-
tor cars.

Coker’s home is in Chattanooga and Hemming’s is 
located in Bennington, Vermont.  They are thus al-
most at both ends of the Appalachian Mountains—a 
perfect route to challenge the antique cars. 

The “race” starts in Chattanooga on 11 June.  We 
will make a scenic drive and meet members of 
Peachtree Section somewhere between Little River 
Canyon in Alabama and Cloudland Canyon in Geor-
gia to drive on to Chattanooga together on Friday. 
Alternately some might want to drive directly to 
Chattanooga. 

The Great Race participants will assemble on Sat-
urday morning for a lavish send-off.  This moving 
automobile museum should be great fun.  In ad-
dition to Coker Tire, we will visit the Chattanooga 
Choo-Choo, the Tennessee Aquarium, and perhaps 
do some other scenic drives. 

Mark your calendar. Details will follow. 

The Great Race
When: 10-11 June 2011

Where: Chattanooga, TN

Car Corral at Indy Race
When: 8-10 April 2011

Where: Barber Motorsports park

When the Indy Cars and Grand-AM Sports Cars 
return to Barber Motorsports Park we will again 
have privilged parking at a discounted rate.  Our 
car corral area will again be at the end of the back 
“straight” where 80% of the track is visible.  This is 
also convenient to the grandstands and “fan zone”. 

Please note that you must order the car corral pass-
es ahead, and you must drive your Mercedes-Benz 
or Smart (no Chrysler).  Mr. Barber wants this to 
be like a car show, so we will have marque specific 
areas. 

Last year there were 84,000 spectators.  The on 
site parking can only accommodate 20,000.  Be 
sure to place your order early, so you won’t be dis-
appointed.  This is the only visit to the southeast 
(other than South Florida) by the Indy cars. 

You might also want to consider paddock passes 
which allow you to see the cars up close and talk 
to the drivers including Helio Catroneves, Marco, 
Michael, and Mario Andretti, and of course, their 
drivers, Danica Patrick, Graham Rahal, along with 
Formula One driver, Nakuma Sato. 

The ladies will certainly want to see Grand-Am driv-
er and TV star, Patrick Dempsey.  My friend, Kurt 
Wightman, is his crew chief and says he is really a 
very nice guy.

So, here is your chance: both big time U.S. road rac-
ing series at Barber on the same weekend!   Don’t 
miss it, and be sure to stop by and say hello to the 
Alabama Section MBCA.

Car Corral Ordering Instructions
To order your discounted car corral tickets you must use the following link: 

https://www.cuetoems.com/indy/OnlineTicketSales.aspx?corral=1

Select your preferred ticket package, on the bottom of the page select how many car corral passes needed.
Click proceed to check out.  
Under delivery options select Mercedes from the drop down list.  Under promotion enter the dicount code: corral11  
After you hit apply the price of your car corral tickets will change to $25.  

Please contact Carrie Coleman with further questions at ccoleman@brunoeventteam.com or 205-262- 2832



We have also arranged discounted museum passes.  
If you haven’t visited the Barber Museum’s collec-
tion of 50+ Lotus race cars and 1600 motorcycles, 
you need to do this—even if you are not a con-
noisseur of these, their mechanical artistry and the 
striking setting make a visit worthwhile.  We will 
have a guide for the Lotus part of the collection on 
Saturday afternoon.  

For those strange people who don’t have much in-
terest in cars, Alabama Section Board Member Car-
ol Wadley will lead another shopping tour to the 
new outlet mall near the Barber Track and Museum.

Birmingham is the site of two major botanical gar-
dens.  Aldridge Gardens is the site of development 
of the “Snowflake” variety of the native Oakleaf Hy-
drangea which will be in full bloom in May.  The Bir-
mingham Botanical Gardens feature an extensive 
rose collection and an inspiring Japanese garden.  
Dodie Roberts has made a study of the Hydrangea 
and Jane Hinds is a recognized rose expert. They 
will lead visits to both of these gardens on Friday 
and Saturday. 

Throughout the event we will provide instructions 
for scenic drives over challenging lightly traveled 
roads in this mountainous area. 

We will gather at another restaurant on Saturday 
evening.  

Sunday activities include the exciting Legends of 
Motorsports races at Barber as well as our MBCA 
car show. 

We will gather at another restaurant Sunday eve-
ning for last minute details on preparing for our 
visit to the Mercedes-Benz US International Factory 
just west of Birmingham Monday morning. 

We have arranged for a discounted rate of $79+ tax 
at the Drury Inn (3510 Grand View Parkway, Bir-
mingham, AL 35243 , 205-967-2450) at I-459 junc-
tion of US280 for the Mercedes-Benz Club America.  
The hotel is unique in providing a hot breakfast and 
hot hors d’oeuvres and drinks in the evening. 

Coming events

This year’s Heimatfest will be a little different.   The 
most obvious change will be in the early events, 
since the “road rallye” from the Barber track to 
Mountain Brook Village will take place on Friday af-
ternoon at about 3pm.  A big change is that all of 
our members registered will be able to drive in the 
rallye.  Don’t worry, it will not be difficult to follow 
the directions.

While the track will not be open to spectators on 
Friday this year, MBCA members and guests with 
the weekend car corral pass will not only be wel-
come, they will get V.I.P. treatment with a reserved 
parking area in the paddock, guided tours of the 
paddock area where these rare exotic race cars 
are being prepared as well as other hospitality. Of 
course, all are welcome in my paddock area for as 
long as they wish. 

This should get our MBCA members to Mt. Brook 
village by 3:30 which will allow plenty of time for 
checking out the unique businesses, restaurants, 
and entertainment in this upscale area with its Eu-
ropean architecture. 

The race cars will arrive later, and the “soirée” will 
commence in earnest.  We will have one of the res-
taurants reserved as last year.  

Our car corral area on Saturday will be back across 
the track in the “fan zone” near the Barber Vintage 
Motorsports Museum.  This is the prime viewing 
area.  There will be races on Saturday afternoon.

Heimatfest 2011

 When: May 20-23

 Friday:     Road Rallye
               Guided Paddock Tours
     Evening Dinner

 Saturday: Car Corral
       Vintage Races

   Barber Museum Tours
      Shopping & Garden Tours
      Evening Dinner

 Sunday:   Vintage Races
      Car Corral
      Evening Dinner
 
 Monday:   Tour of MBUSI

Since negotiations are still ongoing with Legends 
of Motorsports contact jertoothsaver@bellsouth.
net  or call 800-228-2997 or 205-933-9633 or 
visit the Alabama Section website http://sections.
mbca.org/alabama for registration information.



Event Recap

By joining with PCA and BBMC we had over 50 cars for our Winterfahrt. 

This was 5 frigid days after a rare Alabama snow storm.  Of course there 
was little attempt to remove the snow and ice, but 5 days of sublimation 
and a few hours above freezing had dissipated most of the accumulation. 

By making a large loop around the southern end of the Talladega Moun-
tains we were able to ascend to near the top of Mt. Cheaha where we 
turned northeast along the Talladega scenic drive.  The photograph is dra-
matic but a bit misleading. 

After miles of delightfully challenging traffic free roads we assembled at Top 
o’ the River in Anniston which opened just for us.  The entire parking lot was Mercedes-Benz and Porsche 
with a lone BMW and Ferrari (Tommy Cosgrove said neither his Mercedes-Benz nor Porsche would start—
likely story).

Some of us stopped by the Talladega Motorsports Hall of Fame Mu-
seum on the way back to be sure my undefeated championship 
Mitsubishi Starion was being properly cared for (it is).  The Alabama 
Auto Racing Pioneers room has been enhanced greatly. 

Carl Cullison earned another polar bear as he and his son made the 
entire drive with the top down.  Just to get to Barber from Oneonta 
was a feat!  Note Carl’s 129SL at the left of the photo.

Dodie got separated from the group in Talladega but successfully 
navigated the trip on her own.  She made it all the way to the top of Mt. Cheaha on ice in the 2000 S430.  
She said the traction control triangle blinked furiously, but not even she nor any other Mercedes-Benz got 
stuck.

Some of the Porsches were on their almost slick track tires, but they also came through fine. 

Our British friends split off early and went a different way.  As they attempted to drive up the very tight and 
shaded west front of Cheaha over half got stuck.  The park rangers and a tow truck got them out.  One of 
them had a mechanical problem, so you may see a frozen guy under the hood of an MG on your next trip 
to Cheaha. 

Winterfahrt

MBCA & PCA members visit at the top of Mt. Cheaha

Each participant received a 
commemorative 

window cling



Event Recap

A large group of Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts gathered on a crisp bright morning on 12 Feb.  We were 
greeted by a newly restored 380 SL (107) resplendent in ruby red dominating Classic Car Motoring’s im-
maculate showroom. 

On entering the equally spotless detailing area the use of clay bar was demonstrated on a striking 280 SL 
(113).

Owner Jeff Baggett then explained the preparation and waterborne painting process as one of his master 
craftsman painted doors, hood, and front fascia from a new S-class.  Jeff says that it is really better and 
more efficient to remove these panels nowadays: it results in a better job that makes accident repair un-
detectable, and it is really not a lot more costly than masking the whole car and then trying to clean the 
sanding residue out of underlying cavities. 

The real pearl was a demonstration of how the experts determine whether a car has had body repair.  Clas-
sic’s goal is to restore the integrity, corrosion resistance, and finish while making the repairs undetectable.

Interestingly Classic actually makes cars better than new: they prepare the show and the road test cars for 
the Mercedes-Benz models built in Alabama. As even Mercedes-Benz cars are built there are small waves 
in large panels.  Paint has an intentional “orange peel” dimpled appearance on the sides to make it less 
obvious. 

For the show and test drive cars, they meticulously refinish them to 
eliminate all high and low places and to put a mirror finish on them.  
This is painstaking work, but the cars show well in Frankfurt, Geneva, 
Detroit, Tokyo, etc.  Jeff cautioned us against trying to find one of these.  
They are all crushed after their service.

We then saw the computer assisted measuring that allows damage to 
be detected that it is not visible to the human eye.  Mercedes-Benz has 
such fine tolerances (3mm or 1/8 inch) that you can’t simply slot a bolt 
or move the alignment enough to allow for a car that is distorted in its 
structure.  If you have a car that wears one tire rapidly, this is the problem.  It was really interesting to see 
exactly how they make these measurements and how the machines straighten bent structures. 

The welding techniques we saw were fascinating.  If you have ever tried to do this yourself, you could ap-
preciate the absolute best welds I have ever seen. 

The composite panels (e.g. Aluminum and magnesium doors to re-
duce weight, and different steels to increase strength and reduce 
weight) have to be precisely joined by methods that produce little or 
no heat. 

Everyone gained even more respect for the engineering, design, and 
manufacture of these wonderful cars and for the knowledge and skills 
of a world class facility like Classic Car Motoring. 

We appreciate their hospitably in opening their spotless, high tech 
facility to us.  The philosophy must have rubbed off, because I didn’t 

see anyone leave so much as a crumb after the lunch they so graciously provided. 

Many thanks to Bob Hinds for arranging this and to Jeff Bagget and his entire staff at Classic Car Motoring.

Classic Car Motoring

Dodie’s Smart disassembled for replacement of 
front fender

The high tech paint booth



1800 Montgomery Highway • Hoover • 205-985-4200 • CrownAutomobile.com

Great cars make us appreciate

the journey, not just the destination.



In Der Presse (In the Press)

On 15 Feb the Birmingham News reported that Penske has given 
up US distribution for Daimler’s smart© brand.  Speculation is 
the smart© will join Sprinter©, Maybach©, and Mercedes-Benz 
at MBUSA. 

In the past, MBUSA did not feel that the Sprinter vans or small 
smart© cars fit the Mercedes-Benz image.  With more pressure 
from the US government on corporate average fuel economy, 
Mercedes-Benz has been paying the largest gas guzzler tax of 
any automobile company.  Combining smart© with M-B should 
help the CAFE, if smart© sales can be increased along with ris-
ing fuel prices. 

Smart Distribution Moves from Penske

2010 Mercedes-Benz 
worlwide sales up

SL Market Newsletter reports world-
wide sales of Mercedes-Benz were up 
double digits every month of 2010 for 
a total of 1,167,700 units.  MBUSA re-
ported 2010 sales were up 21.2% and 
were 2.6% above 2008.

January 2011 is encouraging with in-
creases of 23% internationally and 
14% in the US. Interestingly the C & 
E class make up 25% or US sales with 
the new ninth generation E-class out 
selling the C-class 60,992 to 58,785!

China and Russia sales are up 87% and 
41% respectively. 

MBCanada reported record breaking 
that 2010 Mercedes-Benz/Smart sales 
led all other luxury makes including 
Lexus, BMW, Audi, and Cadillac.  Sales 
totals did not include the Sprinter Van 
which also had record sales. 

Unlike MBCA, MBCanada has been mar-
keting both the Sprinter Van and Smart 
for several years.  Higher fuel prices in 
Canada make both of these very Eu-
ropean vehicles much more popular in 
Canada than in the US.

Mercedes-Benz top luxury 
selling marque in Canada

Markus Schaefer New President of MBUSI

The Birmingham News writer, Dawn Kent, wrote a nice article in-
troducing Markus Schaefer as the new president of MBUSI.  The 
self effacing and very youthful 
appearing Schaefer introduces 
himself simply as “Markus” and 
really likes cars.  He has a 107 SL 
in Germany and an older Porsche 
here. He was here with MBUSI a 
few years ago where he was very 
popular and well respected by 
other employees. 

Schaefer was director of strategy 
for Mercedes-Benz car production from 2007 until coming back 
to Alabama in 2010.  It should be most gratifying to him to see 
this strategy put into action.

MBUSI has become a major stepping stone for Daimler, AG ex-
ecutives: Ola Kaellenius moved from Vance to lead the AMG 
division.  Dr. Dieter Zetsche who started MBUSI in 1993 is now 
CEO of Daimler, AG worldwide. 

We are fortunate to have Herr Präzident (Mr. President to use his 
German title) Markus Schaefer as CEO at MBUSI.

MBUSA reported that sales of all 3 Alabama built Mercedes-Benz 
models were up for calendar 2010.  The overall best seller was 
the ML with just under 30,000.  This represented a 15% in-
crease over 2009.  At 20,000 sales in 2010 the GL was up a 
whopping 33%.  Even the slow selling (in the US) R-class was 
up 4% in the U.S. sales.  This model was up 80% in China which 
is its biggest market.  The MBUSI Factory between Birmingham 
and Tuscaloosa is the sole producer of the ML, GL, and R class. 

Alabama built Mercedes-Benz sales up for 2010

The Birmingham News reported Mer-
cedes-Benz January sales increased 
24% for the GL, 29% for the top selling 
ML, and 48.7% for the R-class over Jan 
2010.  

The ML is now the third best selling 
model in the U.S. Mercedes-Benz line 
after the E-class and C-class.

Overall Mercedes-Benz sales increased 
11.4% for January 2011 vs. January 
2010.

January sales increase



Mercedes-Benz Club of America
Alabama Section
2301 Arlington Ave S. 
Suite 200
Birmingham, AL 35205

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 March
             15- Stammtisch (monthly meeting)

              5- Südstammtisch-- Mobile
                   (Southern quarterly meeting)

       26-27- Bellengrath Gardens and Mobile

 April

             19- Stammtisch (monthly meeting)

         9-10- Car corral at Indy Car Grand Prix of Ala

           May
             17- Stammtisch (monthly meeting)

            19-23- Heimatfest (MBCA Regional event)

         June

           21- Stammtisch (monthly meeting)
            10-11- The Great Race Sendoff


