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(View through the Star)

Calender of Events

Since President Bob Hinds was not able to do this article, we will use the space to bring you some

Coming Events

late breaking news about the Barber “pre” Historics.

Event Recap		

Historic racing is returning to Barber Motorsports Park, and this time the museum is involved as it is
with the vintage motorcycle races. Barber is partnering with Historic Motorsports Association which
has staged the Monterey Historics and insist on originality of these significant historic cars. They are
planning on a few Gullwings.

In Der Presse

ALABAMA & FLORIDA PANHANDLE

Sternblick

Benz.

To let HMSA get a taste of the Barber track they are hosting a private racing event on 8 Nov and they
will provide a hospitality tent in the fan zone. They only cost is that you must drive your Mercedes

Most importantly, you will need to let us know that you will be attending and the car by 20 October. Please respond with
name and car(s) to jertoothsaver@gmail.com and note that it is for the 8 Nov Barber event.

Upcoming Event Spotlight
Stammtisch
16 Sep Birmingham
24 September Huntsville

Literally this means “the regulars table”. The most prestigious restaurants in Germany reserve

a prominent large table near the door with a silver stand proclaiming “Stammtisch”. It is quite an
honor to be asked to join this group. The one I joined in Ulm started in 1481 when the Forelle
(Trout) restaurant was established where the Blau (Blue, and it was) River joined the Donau
(Danube).
In the U.S. and Canada this term has come to be the code for an evening and place that people
gather to speak German. We don’t require the use of German, but we do discuss our MercedesBenz cars and the events about them. We usually find that many of our club members seem to
enjoy each other’s company and conversation on other topics as well.
Due to local demand Alabama Section hosts a Stammtisch in Birmingham on the third Tuesday
each month as well as one in Huntsville on the fourth Wednesday of the odd numbered months.
Note that the November Huntsville Stammtisch will be on the third Wednesday to avoid conflict
with the Thanksgiving Holiday, and there is no Stammtisch in December.

Schedule OF EVENTS
September
16
20
24

Birmingham Stammtisch
Barber Tag Appreciation Day
Huntsville Stammtisch

October
3-5

Heimatfest 2014 - Special National Event

Birmingham, AL

11
Cullman Oktoberfest
17-18 Euro Autofest - Greenville, SC
21
Birmingham Stammtisch

November
2
Farbenfahrt - Little River Canyon
8-9
HMSA Vintage Races- Barber Motorsports
14-15 MBCA National Board Meeting
Atlanta, GA

18
24

Birmingham Stammtisch
Huntsville Stammtisch

December
6

Weinachtsfest- The Club, Birmingham, AL

Monthly Membership Meeting
Where: Dale’s Southern Grill, Hoover
		
1843 Montgomery Hwy S. #107
		
205-987-4757
When: 3rd Tuesday of every month
Time: 6pm dinner, 7pm meeting
Dale’s Southern Grill in Hoover is south of I-459 and 1/4 mile
south of the AL 150-US 31 intersection on the left.

Huntsville Membership Meeting
Where: Hildegard’s German Cuisine
		
2357 Whitesburg Dr.
		
256-512-9776
When:
		
Time:

4th Wednesday of every
odd numbered month
6:30pm

Directions from I-565 towards Huntsville: Take S. Memorial
Parkway (exit 19A), turn left on Governors Drive, turn right on
Whitesburg Drive. Hildegard’s is approximately 1/2 mile on left at
the corner of Bob Wallace and Whitesburg Dr.
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Coming events
Tag Day at Barber

our partner, Tracks Unlimited at msreg.com/TUBarber2014 .
Be sure to use the discount code: MBCA

September & June

Heimatfest has always been a multiday series of events,
and this year is no exception. We are working with the Mercedes-Benz US International factory on the west side of Birmingham to allow our Heimatfest participants to be among
the first to see the new C-class production as well as the ML,
GL, and R class. We will meet there by 8am for the tours
and then have lunch with the MBUSI associates on Friday,
3 October.

If you have a Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum Ala-

bama license plate ($50 tax deductible, $37.50 goes
to the museum, no extra charge for up to 6 characters
and they just look better than any other
Alabama plate), you
are invited to take a
few touring laps of the
great Barber track at
11:30 on 20 Sept. They usually hand out 2 museum
passes as a sign of their appreciation for your support.
If you were paying for this, the value would be $52.
These events take place in May and September each
year.

Heimatfest -Special National Event
October 3-5th

If

you have ever thought you might want to experience
your Mercedes-Benz at speed, this is a rare opportunity
to learn the skills to do this safely. We will have qualified
instructors to help you for two full days with 4 sessions per
day on the challenging, exciting, and beautiful Barber Motorsports Park road course in the eastern part of Birmingham, Alabama This will give you enough time to being to
understand the basic technique and nuances of advanced
driving skills.
This is the only MBCA two day Advanced Driving event this
year. Only a few places are still open, so act quickly. For
the full speed on track event you will need to register with

Following this we will visit the Barber Vintage Motorsports
Museum with its 1,700 motorcycles and 60+ Lotus race cars.
Each is the world’s largest collection. The Barber staff has
agreed to show us the restoration area that is not open to
the public on Friday afternoon. These events are also filling
rapidly. You must register separately for these Friday events
through the Alabama Section. Jertoothsaver@bellsouth.net
We have made arrangements with the adjacent Hampton
Inn www.birminghamleeds.hamptoninn.com ,Tel 205-7024141 for a discount rate of $89.
We are also working with MBCA Education Foundation,
the Barber Motorsports Foundation, and Tracks Unlimited
to have a Safe Drivers-Safe Families event concurrently
for newer drivers. This will introduce newer drivers to safe
practices and active safety on accident avoidance, driving
distraction, reversing, and car control in a safe environment
in the car they drive. This event will take place on Sunday,
5 Oct.
Tuition is $75 and space is extremely limited. At this point
you should be willing to coach, (but not your own teen), to
add another student.
We will have instructor training on Friday and Saturday afternoons. For more information contact Jim Roberts at jertoothsaver@gmail.com.

Heimatfest - October 3-5 2014 - Barber Motorsports, Birmingham, AL
Name(s) of Member(s) Attending: ______________________________________________________________
Name(s) of Guest(s) Attending:_________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:___________________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________ E-mail: ___________________________ Membership #________

Number for Factory Tour _____ (No Charge)
Number for Saturday Reception _____ (No Charge)
Number for Barber Museum _____ x $16/pp $_____
Lunchtime Touring Laps: Saturday_____ Sunday_____
Please make checks payable to Alabama Section, MBCA. Mail with registration form to James E. Roberts, DMD, 2301
Arlington Ave. S., Birmingham, AL 35205. Questions: jertoothsaver@bellsoth.net Tel: 205-933-9333 or 205-529-0071(cell)

Coming events
Oompah!
Oktoberfest
Cullman, AL
October 11th
9am

Founded in 1871 by Germans fleeing Prussia’s hegi-

mony in Germany. German was the language of commerce, education, and religion until the U.S. entered
WWI. State and federal authorities suppressed the
public use of German language and culture for 80
years.
In the last few years the people of Cullman have again
begun to publically celebrate their heritage and are
even learning German again.
This is their 19th Oktoberfest and only the 3rd one that
includs beer. This has enhanced attendance, and the
city has built a nice “Festhalle” for the authentic bands
and traditional dancing. They will teach you, if you
don’t know how to Polka, and everyone can do the
chicken dance (duck dance in Germany).

For the Huntsville departure check with Chad Stevens
(rotodome@gmail.com or 256.426.1548).		
.
The Oktoberfest organizers would like for us to keep our
cars in place until 2-3pm, so we will have time to enjoy
the festivities, music, and have an authentic German
lunch at Rumors with our cars just outside, and do some
shopping and sightseeing of the historical district.

We need to let the organizers know how
many cars to expect, so please register
with us at jertoothsaver@gmail.com
Please send your name, car (year & model), and pertinent history (e.g How long you
have owned it, mileage, awards you have received like MBCA Silver Star or concours.).
They want a variety of cars, including the Alabama built
ones, as many people in Cullman feel that if the Daimler officials could have had beer there, they would have
chosen Cullman for the factory. At least they have ReHau which is a MBUSI supplier.
Bis baldiges Wiedersehen in Kulmann! We look forward
to seeing you in Cullman in October.

Euro Autofestival
Special National Concours
Greer, SC

October 17-18th

This event began about 15 years ago when a local BritWhile we attended last year, the organizers have
asked Alabama Section to be featured on the closed
to traffic main street on Saturday, 11 October. They
want us to arrive between 9 & 10 am due to the closing
of the streets around the “Festhalle”.
If you wish to arrive in groups we will depart Birmingham, and Huntsville at 8am to meet in Cullman at 9am.
The Birmingham group will leave from Klingler’s European Bakery in Vestavia. Join us by 7am for a very
special breakfast there.

ish car club asked BMW for the use of their parking area
for a weekend car show. It has now grown to over 450
cars with a different featured marque every year. Mercedes-Benz was the featured marque two years ago,
and Porsche is featured this year. We will still have over
30 Mercedes-Benz’s of all types, and MBCA concours
chairman, Pete Lesler will be giving a Friday seminar on
identifying the correct replacement parts for your Mercedes-Benz.
In addition, BMW provides test drives and ride along hot
laps of their test track.
For more information go to www.euroautofestival.com

Questions? Call your Section President at 205.967.5014 or the National Business Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F, 8am-5pm MT.Or visit www.mbca.org

Coming events
Farbenfahrt (Color Drive)
to Little River Canyon

slope steep climb to the rim of the canyon and then
dive and climb through a tunnel of fall colored trees for
13 miles of traffic free challenging turns and elevation
changes.

November 2nd

This emerges in the more developed part of the Little
River Canyon National park with its breathtaking sheer
walls and wide vistas. The next 12 miles have almost
as many turns, the road is wider and smoother but has
more traffic. This part is more about enjoying the many
overlooks of the canyon.

This is one of our most popular events as we enjoy the

beautiful fall colors and challenging roads in the northeastern part of Alabama.
We will arrange for a discounted rate at the Attala Fairfield Inn at I-59 & Ala 77 on Saturday, 1 Nov. Call them
at 256-538-2100.
We will meet for breakfast at the Cracker Barrel at the
same exit at 7:30 to allow us to leave by 8:50.
Noccalula Falls is very close in a nice suburban area of
Gadsden. This is the southern end of Lookout Mountain. If it has rained the day before the waterfall is spectacular.
We then follow the Lookout Mountain Parkway along the
top of Lookout Mountain for a few miles before descending the Eastern face in a series of hairpin turns.
Just a few miles along the Coosa Valley with Weiss Lake
on the right we will turn left to Canyon Mouth Park with
the National Park Service’s picnic area and rest station on the bank of Little River. The colorful trees are
doubled by their reflection on the now still waters where
Little River joins Weiss Lake.
Leaving the park we ascend Lookout Mountain in a ski

Upper Desoto Falls

As we reach the north end of the canyon we will pause
at the visitor center for an overview of how it was formed.
We will then proceed across the bridge for a close up
view of the Little River Falls.
Back across the bridge we will turn north to Desoto State
Park for lunch at the rim of the canyon.
After lunch we continue north to Desoto Falls. The best
view is along the path of the 100 year old flume that was
the first hydro electric power plant in Alabama. Thanks
to its dam there is a beautiful lake that insures a steady
flow of water over the 180 foot Desoto Falls.
Continuing north we can peruse the many arts and craftshops in Mentone before diving off the western edge of
Lookout Mountain through Alabama’s coldest town of
Valley Head to return to I-59. Huntsville is less than an
hour away and Birmingham is little less than 2 hours.

Tunnel of trees on the ascent of the canyon rim
from canyon mouth park.

Please let us know, if you are coming, so
the restaurant can make plans.

Questions? Call your Section President at 205.967.5014 or the National Business Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F, 8am-5pm MT.Or visit www.mbca.org

Coming events
MBCA National
Board of Directors Meeting
Atlanta, GA

November 14-15th

Peachtree Section will be hosting the MBCA National

Board meeting on 14-15 Nov. in Atlanta followed by a
celebration of the 35th anniversary of the founding of the
Peachtree Section.
We became acquainted with the National Board Meetings as we campaigned to host regional and national
MBCA events. The officers and directors are very approachable, and they are very interesting people.
Committee meetings and presentations are Friday with
the full board meeting on Saturday. Be sure to wear a
coat and tie for the formal meeting.
Alabama Section has submitted a detailed proposal for
Section of the Year.
The new directors will be installed and officers for the
next year will be elected.
There will be a few controversies to get worked out, so
it’s all rather exciting if you get into the inner workings,
king makers, and intrigue of a large national organization that works to make membership enjoyable for everyone.

Best of all, the general members are allowed to join in
and even make proposals to the club leaders as well as
the MBUSA company representatives.
Following the meeting Peachtree Section will celebrate
its 35th anniversary. Those of us with the longer MBCA
national memberships were and still are second section
members of Peachtree.
Contact jertoothsaver@gmaill.com for details.

Weinachtsfest (Holiday Party)
The Club, Birmingham, AL
December 6th
11am

Join us as we join with new and old friends to reflect on
2014 and look forward to 2015 at The Club with a view
to die for. The food and ambiance are great at what has
become one of the most popular events for the Alabama
Section each year.

We will meet at 11am and lunch on spinach salad, turkey
and dressing, and chocolate roulage will be served at
12 noon. The cost is $28 per person including service
& tax.

You will need to register for this by 24 Nov.

Weinachtsfest (Holiday Party)
The Club, Birmingham, AL
December 6th 11am

Name(s) of Member(s) Attending: ___________________________________________________
Name(s) of Guest(s) Attending: ____________________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________ E-mail:____________________________________
Total # Attending: ____x$28 = __________
Please make checks payable to Alabama Section, MBCA. Mail with registration form to James E. Roberts, DMD,
2301 Arlington Ave. S., Birmingham, AL 35205.
Questions: jertoothsaver@gmail.com Tel: 205-933-9333 or 205-529-0071 (cell)

Great cars make us appreciate
the journey, not just the destination.

1800 Montgomery Highway • Hoover • 205-985-4200 • CrownAutomobile.com

Thank You, Loyal Member(s)

Welcome,
New Member(s)

Shawn Banks
Athens, AL

John Somsel
Huntsville, AL

Mark Bussard
Panama City, FL

Linda Ralph
Cantonment, FL

Brenda Gibson
Tuscaloosa, AL

Danny Sterling
Oneonta, AL

Karen Celander
Tallahassee, FL

Harrison White
Sylacauga, AL

Ernest Hasselbrink
Lynn Haven FL

Jerry Tucker
Madison, AL

Anthony Rienzo
Madison, AL

Steve Watkins
Birmingham, AL

W. Patrick & Mary Harkins
Birmingham, AL

Martin Wojtyna
Birmingham, AL

Dawn Hughes
Milton, FL

David Zammit
Rainbow City, AL

Ngoc Nguyen
Mobile, LA

Ken Kirchgessner
Gulf Breeze, FL
John Lucas
Pensacola, FL
Rupert Powell
Athens, AL

Cruise-ins and Gatherings
If you are close enough to Birmingham for a Saturday morning visit, these 3 events listed welcome Mercedes-Benz cars.

Even if you don’t see one already there, chances are that many participants own a car with the three pointed star. In order
of seniority.

Krispy Kreme, Hoover US 31
1st Saturday year round

Older cars start to gather about 7:30 and dissipate by 11:30 -12 noon. You will get a free cup of coffee and a donut, if your
car is at least 25 years old. This event is staged by the Dixie Vintage Car Club which was founded back in the 1950’s. This
will be about 75-80% domestics as well as a few street rods. Euros are mostly British with 2-4 Mercedes-Benz’s.

Logan’s on US 280
11:30- 1pm Most Saturdays

This is organized by M.O.B., INC, so you will see mostly newer European exotics. Most of them own and occasionally
bring a Mercedes-Benz SL, SLR, or SLS. Don’t be put off by them, as they love cars and greatly respect Mercedes-Benz.
They will almost certainly invite you to have lunch with them.

Cars & Coffee, Brookwood Mall
Every Saturday 8:30-10:30am

Yes, the name is the same and the ambiance is similar to the event in Los Angeles that you have seen on T.V., because a
recent California transplant was not satisfied with the existing car club scene.
The location is the top floor of the parking deck of the Merrill, Lynch, office building between the west end of the Brookwood
Mall building and the new Target store. There is a coffee shop in the building. This attracts both Asian and European cars
including exotics.
Questions? Call your Section President at 205.967.5014 or the National Business Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F, 8am-5pm MT.Or visit www.mbca.org

In der Presse
Dr. “Z” visits Alabama,
announces massive
production increase
Daimler, AG,

C.E.O. Dr. Dieter Zetsche was at Mercedes-Benz US International, the Alabama Factory on
4-5 September to recognize the massive $2.4 billion
expansion for the new c-class and ML coupe production. This will bring capacity at MBUSI to 300,000 vehicles per year. This makes MBUSI the third largest
Mercedes-Benz factory in the world. It has long been
the most profitable. MBUSI is still hiring for the 1,400
positions that this massive expansion will require.

Mercedes-Benz
emersion experience
Mercedes-Benz USA’s Gareth Joyce has formally an-

nounced this program to bring 26,000 Mercedes-Benz
dealer employees on two day, three night visits to Birmingham, the MBUSI factory, and the Barber track.
This helps them better understand the 127 year heritage
of the by far oldest automobile company in the world,
see the cars manufactured, and drive them at speed and
off-road on new facilities being constructed at Barber
Motorsports Park.

Alabama Section Election
for 2015
President: 		

Mason Beale

			

_____________

Vice President:

Ken Champlin

			

_____________

Secretary:		

_____________

			

_____________

Treasurer:		

Brenda Brown

			

_____________

Members at Large: (Select 6)
			

Carol Wadley

			

Pierce Williams

			

Jack Schilleci

Automobile magazine waxed eloquent on the new S-

			

Liz Roberson

At $120,000 it is a
better car than the
$200,000 + offerings
from Bentley, Aston Martin, and Rolls
Royce.

			
			
			
			
			
			

Ed Jones
_____________

Sounds like Startech 2013 and Heimatfest 2014 together!

Glowing reports on the
new S-class coupe
coupe’s elegant striking styling, its performance, comfort- - especially that it is the only luxury coupe that can
comfortably seat 6+ foot tall adults in the rear.

Road and Track said,
“The best or…. Never mind it’s just the best”.

_____________
_____________

Email votes to Bob Hinds at bobjanehinds@bellsouth.net
or mail ballot to Bob Hinds, 1292 Daventry court,
Birmignham, Al 35243

Questions? Call your Section President at 205.967.5014 or the National Business Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F, 8am-5pm MT.Or visit www.mbca.org

Mercedes-Benz Club of America
Alabama Section
2301 Arlington Ave S.
Suite 200
Birmingham, AL 35205

